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ccncbe'II  g  tit.  opening  c?  hostilities  against 
suecauuos  forces 


Statement  of  the  Government  I seued  by  the  3oard  of  Information 
on  January  12,  1943- - 


Although  the  Japanese  Gcvernment  oreviouely  declared  war  on 
the  United  States  and  the  British  Empire,  they  have  refrained  from 
taking  any  hostile  measures  against  the  Netherlands  in  their  earnest 
desire  of  avoiding,  4f  possible,  calamity  of  ««  befalling  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Netherlands  East  Indies.  The  Netherlands  Government, 
however,  have  notified  the  Japanese  Government  that,  in  view  of  the 
opening  of  hostilities  by  Japan  against  tho  United  States  and  the 
British  Empire  with  which  the  Netherlands  io  in  a  close  and  inseparable 
relationship,  they  recognizo  that  a  state  of  war  hae  come  to  exist 
between  Jaoan  and  the  Netherlands.  Not  only  .  that,  the  Netherlands 
forces  have  since  actually  resorted  to  various  hostile  acts  toward 
Japan  and,  furthermore,  the  Netherlands  has  turned  her  colony  of  East 
Indies  into  bases  of  the  United  States,  the  British  Empire  and  the 
Netherlands  in  their  war  against  our  Empire. 

Jaoan  entertains  n.  intention  whatever  of  a  hostile  nature  toward 
the  innocent  inhabitants  of  the  Netherlands  Easl  Indies.  But,  in 
view  of  the  necessity  of  destroying  the  hostile  acts  of  the  Netherlands 
as  well  as  of  oroteciing  the  lives  and  property  cf  Japanese  nationals 
there,  th6  Imperial  Japanese  military  and  naval  forces  commenced 
hostilities  against  the  Netherlands  forces  on  January  11. 


